The Berwick Diaries

2011 HCC Tour of India

oKeep DistanceHorn Pleas&

19 October 2011

Offtoday on our sulzontinent journey of discovery. After aagy/checkin with Japanese AirlineRobert, Nevin and

Glenn agree to stand as the fine committee this tour. Owen gets pulled aside by TSA for an extra security ahdck
nearly loses hismoney belt. i Ydza i KIF @S a2YSGKAY3 { RusskandEded dxieivekie &irst T |
fines on tour for having an dtucked shirt and not waring proper HCC travel attire. tlirns out that Ram will be on a
JALflight three hours after ours and he will be stayiga different hotel from us. For lack of travel coordinatianis
subsequently fined by the committeélhe flight to Narita wakng but at least theédALservice was outstanding.
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Jowning with the Duty FreKitties Happy gang after arriving in Narita, Japan

20 October 2011

Arrival in Japan goes without serious incident as most of our baggage has been checkeda/l tilh&lew Delhi so most

of us are traveling in Japan with just a carry begmjust happy to be walking around and not having to sit down any
longer. After checking into the Marroad letnational Hotel we decide to take a $40 eway bus ridento Tole 2 Q &
Shibuya neighborhood for an evening of fun. Owen calls his buddy Shep who meets us for dinner antMériggo a
handful of bars in Shibuya and enjoy comparing the tastes of several Japanese beers including Kirin, Asahi, Yone Yon
Yebisu, Sgmwro and Suntory. Most of us settle on a traditional Jag@neestaurant for dinner anenjoy a nunier of

small dishes including Sashimakitori and aCarpacci®f horse.

The group at busy intersection in Shibay Beers in KirirCity Rib in Shibuya



Glenn shares a highly inappropriate joke about Sarah Palin. If you are interested ask him to tell it to you. When we
return to the Shibuya hotel bus terminal at 8:30 PM for our return to Narita wediahat the buses no longer are
running. We dcide to take a $3&ain back to Narita and in the process Nevin is unable to keep up with the group and
is separated. He catches up with us thirty minutes later at a transfer point which makes Suzaaretfeetter for out
running her husbandThe one hour train ride to Narita is passed with a,fémal beers. This was a long day and the
GKSYS 61 a RSTAYAGSte GNIYyALRNIFGA2Y NBfFGISRY fSGQa Ol

Enjoying raw horse, sashi and yakitori Cold beers going down nicely in Shibuya

21 Octdoer 2011

We enjoy a $27 breakfast buffet at the Marroad Hotel withagrgews beforeheadng off to the airport terminal. The
flight to Ddhi is over nine hours but goes smoothly. Highlights included watching Fire in Babylon and the excellent
service of JAL. There is a group of joyous Indians seated around us that are returning to Delhi fof Bevisgt thing
about the flight was defliitely a clear view of the Himalayan Mountains including Mount Everest.

Mount Everest and Himalayan Peaks Relaxing on the JAL flight to Delhi

After clearing immigration and custonrs Delhi, the Bhanot family performs a traditional Hindu blessing int fob
international arrivals. Myifist impressions of Delhi are that the pollution is amazingly dxadithe traffic iscrazy. After
checking into the Grand Westend Hotel in Vikas,Rug enjoy a fantastic dinnén the hotel restaurant Mutton Curry,
Chicken Tikka, Dhal Makhani, fresh Naans and many Kingfisher lagers.



22 October 2011

Up early this morning as | believe that | am jetlagged and still on another time zone. | can feel the poor air quality. The
internet service at the hotel continues to be dysfunctional and Sreenivas, our clothing roamaféhas not delivered

our wicket keeping pads and oshirts have been cut one size too small. All of this combined with the awful traffic is
driving me crazy! | must learn to relax and adjust to the pace of life in India. A lot easier said tham@oge

shopping at Connaught Place and have a great meal with Ambrishe8l&drivana Placeln the course of heading out

for more shopping after lunch, we accidentally leave Trevor in the restaurant bathroom. After returning to the hotel
whichnowh@d Ay dSNYySd aSNBAOS ¢S tSIENYy GKFG {dS@2 oAttt y2i
and he is resting at the hotel. During dinner Suzanne makes the mistake of ordering an imported bottle of French wine
It costs $50 and tastes likabbish. ¢ 2 R @ Qa4 LISNE2y It fAFS fSaazy Fo2dzi LYR
am not going to be able to change India, India gfiknge me Like the Delhi traffic, move with it or get run over.
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Glenn enjoyinghe Souther

23 October 2011

Today is our first match and | must dbél affected by jet lag as | rise again at 6aNothingquite like seeing people
relievingthemselves publicalt in this case multiple defecations under a freeway overpds$se twoehour drive tothe

Jaypee Greens Sports Complex in Greater Neaalong and boring. Our drivers do not seem to know where they are
goingand hadto stop several time#o ask for diretions When we finally get there, thfacility is excellent and the
hospitalityis great Typical of Indian new construction, building look good at first but a closer inspection of the finishing
work reveals flaws and a lack of detail.



The wicket at Jaypee Greens Sports Claxp Kat and Lynn proudly wearing the HCC gear

We lose to the Siddharth Group which is part of the Jaypee Greens gidigis frustrating because we bowled and

fielded wel, holding the opposion to 184runs; not a large targetRam topped the bowling figures thiia spell of seven
overs for34 runs and three wickets. He was supported by two wickets apiece from Nevin and Rajinder plus we held five
catches.Owen had an effective threever caneo.

Trevor is congratulated afteaking a great catch Nevin serddelivery down at Jaypee Greens

Our batting was not up to our standards. | think that most of our guys are struggling to find the technique toslzat on
GdzNF gAO01SGao hdzNJ £ 20Ff NAYISN wl B1AdgOR GimMsIfrdmijustBK = OKA f |
deliveries. Robert top scored for the tousstith 12 runs and Pankaj madiO runs. Unfortunately, we had seven

batsmen account for eotal of ten runs.We were all out for 14¥unswith four overs to spare.

Mark pulls a delivery away for a bodery Pankaj plays an elegant square drive



Fantastic trophy presentations, buffet dinnerdafull bar provided by our hostDespite losing the match, our hosts the
Siddharth Group make us feel as if we have wonthe World@gp.] + 2Qa& FTNASYR| Wwé 2A ¥ RS &I RR.
Panhandler Pete for his great fighg. Postmatch festivities are heldt a local bar/restaurant inside a shopping mall

that looks like many buildings we have seen so far, it could be brand new but the quality of finishing makes the structur
look years old already. After thenety minutereturn drive to Delhive head to led around midnight

24 October 2011

After a complete night of sleep and a morning Skype session wifamily | am ready to attack the day. Yudesh has
arrived from Singaporand is joining us for our exploration of Delhi. First stop is a numbdusfimtombs and

temples including the Qutub Minathen we go to an artisan shopping area called Delhi Haach at a Punjabi
restaurantcalled Pind Ballehig KA OK ¢l & SEOSttSyd FyR GKSy S KIR | f
middle and uppemiddle class shopWe get our first glimpse of the stark contrast between thaves and thedhave

nots.€ Next to this massively modern mall is a small slum with open sewers.
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Harry, Yudesh and Mark at thait@b Minar At Pind Ballucchg great Punjabi restaurant

¢tKS S@SyAy3aQa KAIKE A Fkdstedibiihe Bhagohfamlilyt Their geBeroSsohokpitality 2 gvident NIi
not only by theamazing dinner buffet, full bar anBJbut by their enthusiasm in showing us the best of Indighe food

was amazing with a wide assortment from appetizers, curriesdasderts. Pankaj was master of ceremonies and did a
great job of introducing his extended family and welcoming all of the VVIP gustslance and entertaired ourselves

until midnight. Many light bulbs were turned and our kites were flying high @ gky.



The lovely HCC women show off theirtfits The party full swing!

25 October 2011

Slept in this morning and then spent a lazy morning shopping in the Vikas Puri. Kurta World seems to be the place to
purchase your traditional Indian clothing. We leave in the afternoon for owndgyt match in Ghaziaal. Along the

gre S INB FYdzaSR o6& G(G(KS YSaalrasSa 2y GKS ol Ola 2F Y2
After a couple of hours of fighting traffic and dealing with road construction we arrive in Ghazighad/VIP Properties
cricket ground is small but absolutely first rate. Thanks to our host Praveen Tyagi, we have been provided with
welcoming billboards, a match under lightssg@ammentator, wait serviced drinks and foca couple hundred spectators

and impressive trophies arglfts.
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Frlendship Cricket Match

VVIP Cricket Club
India
vs

Honolulu

The gorgeous VVIP wicket in Ghaziabad

While we did not win the match we had a great time and made several new friends and allies irQlad@ponents

had plenty of local knowldge about the ground and put it to good use. The small ground allowed them to swing for the
fences. Our bowling while not tagaywardwas punished. This was compoundeddxy manydroppedcatches which

gave their batsmen extra chances to score ruifi€.S 02 YYSy G 12 NJ Sy 22 & SR ekiRaigfyi A y 3
S E LISy & A @ SfinishadanitrSelgb évers ftB3 runs and three wickets. Rajinder was again the bowling star with
seven tidy overs for a me@2runs and threewickets. Owen got anothebowling spell and took two wickets he VVIP

team clobbered us for 321 runs from th&® overs.

Owen watches a hook shot clear the boundary fgr s Lyle smashing one of his six boundaries



Our batting chase was admirablechwe were always in with a chance. Owen smashed a six off the first over into the
clubhouse which set thiéme for our innings.Pankajand Iput on a one hundred run partnership which included fifteen
boundaries. Kaka had an effective cameo of boundddading up to the Lyle and Yudesh showtwBen them they

made 91 runs from just 48 St A IS NA S & @ ' FAGSNI[&fSQa NBUGANBYSYyd GKS )
runs from our 35 overs, 2¢hat of our target. Pankaj topcsred with53 runs, | made50runs,Lyle mades1 runs from

just 19 balls facedand Yudesh madéOruns.
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Glenn just before going out to bat

The postmatch were again topatch with drinks food, music and dancingwhs even caught holding hands with
alyAdaK DANRI 2yS 2F 2dzNJ YIS K2adao 52y Qi 2dzZRISI G K
praise, gifts and trophies once agaicyle is awarded Pdandler Pete for his athleticism in the field. We accounted for
ourselves on and ofhe field brilliantly. It could be wors&ngland lost again today, completing-a5 & . N2 gy 2 | a

26 October 2011

Today is Diwali so we spend a quiet morning arodmedhotel. The neighborhood is busy with shopping activity. Locals

I NB o0d2Ay3d agSSiasx Ft26SNAEX Ol yR{APak& gafmdorddkzofinthed | Yy R 37
afternoon where almonds are used as poker chigam and Glenn sharedtonors.

Dinner at the hotelsfollowed by a late evening at the Bhanot residence. We are invitedrticipeate in their family
Pooja ceremony with their family spiritual leader followed by cocktails, sweets and fireworks. The festivities go on well
after midnight. Diwali is the festival of light and marks the Hindu New Year.
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Pankaj explains the Pooja ceremony basics

The Diwali fireworkshotties with hotties Getting our Diwali omvith ShasHi

27 Octdoer 2011

6:00 AMdepartureto begin our fourhour drive to Agra to see the Taj Mahalnfortunately Russel and Trevor are a bit
under the weather and firing from both ends. They will be unable to join us toélEyg the way we have breakfast at

a roadéde restaurant which featured a nice collectionkdma sutrdbooks and a boy with a live cobrblpon arrival in

Agra we are escorted to the VVIP entrance for the Taj Mahal where our personal tour guide Ali is waiting for us. With ¢
name like that, | ansure that we are in capable hand§he TaMahal is amazing and Ali seenusite knowledgeable.

HCC Boys at the Taj Mahal Mark flying hikite at the TaMahal

At one poirt Ali attempted to cutin lineahead of several hundred tourists in order to save tonethe tour andcreate
Y2NB GAYS F2N AK2LILIAY3I i KA A& ofeiidh§ kdlehagenta?Ni@r tveSrefusdd 20NB
cut inline and going to th back of the fortyfive minute line he proceed to police the line closely and got several line



